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ON 4 JANUARY 1894, JULES HURET, A PARISIAN JOURNALIST DOING 


A REPORT ON FRENCH HUMOUR FOR LE FIGARO, PUBLISHED 


AN INTERVIEW WITH ONE OF THE FOUNDERS OF THE CABARET LE CHAT 


NOIR, THE ARTISTE AND FANTAISISTE GEORGE AURIOL. “THIS,” THE 


ENTERTAINER SAID, “IS THE FUNNIEST STORY | KNOW." TODAY, 
LE MONDE D’HERMES IS DELIGHTED TO SAMPLE ITS VINTAGE HILARITY. 


“Then this lady cannot live below the entresol... I 
shall therefore go up and look on the third. Au revoir, 
Mademoiselle...” 


hen I rang at the third-floor door it was 
opened at once by a charming young blonde. 
“Is Madame there?” I asked her. 
“Yes, Monsieur... please do come in... I shall inform 
Madame.” 
“Don’t do anything just yet,” I said, stopping her. “It 
is so hot that I feel I need to rest a little... Would you 
mind if I stayed in the anteroom for a moment?” 
“If you wish, Monsieur...” 
After a moment’s silence, I continued. 
“Are you happy here, Mademoiselle?” 
“Oh, yes, very, Monsieur! Madame is very kind.” 
“How much do you earn?” 
“Forty francs.” 
“And do you always dress in pink, like today?” 
“No!” she laughed. “Sometimes I wear blue, and 
sometimes white.” 
“Have you been in Paris a long time?” 
“Nearly four years.” 
“And when someone kisses you, do you scream?” 
“Oh! no.” 


“Well then,” said I, “I shall kiss you at once, for you 
are frightfully good.” 

After which, I asked her to go and inform her mis- 
tress of the situation. 

She came back a moment later and said: 

“Madame is in her bath.” 

And as I made a gesture of regret, she added: 

“But that doesn’t matter, Monsieur may go in.” 

And yes, Madame was indeed in her bath, But, 
thank the good Lord, Iam much too gallant a fellow 
to.publish here the official and complete list of her 
bewitching charms! 

The following morning, I was putting the finish- 
ing shine to my hat when I remembered that I had 
brought with me a letter to deliver. The handsome 
lady was still in bed. I took the missive from my wal- 
let and presented it to her. 

She scanned the address, 

“Madame Dusautoir,” she read. “But that is upstairs.” 
“Ah,” I stammered, “then I must have got the wrong 
floor! Excuse me, I am dreadfully sorry for all the 
trouble I have given you!” 

“Come, come, my dear chap, you cannot be serious,” 
she replied, holding out her hand. 


Only then was I sure that I had been dealing 
with a genuine society lady, 
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Exhibition 


CONCEIVED AND PRODUCED BY HERMES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
THE MUSEE DES ARTS DECORATIFS IN PARIS, THE EXHIBITION LE CAS 
DU SAC (6 OCTOBER 2004 TO 20 FEBRUARY 2005) PRESENTS A PANO- 
RAMA OF BAGS FROM EVERY ORIGIN AND PERIOD. DISPLAYED IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR FUNCTION, FROM THE MOST EVERYDAY 
TO THE MOST FRIVOLOUS, FROM THE PROFESSIONAL TO THE RELI- 
GIOUS, THEY PROVE THAT A BAG AND ITS CONTENTS ADD UP TO 
FORM A HIGHLY REVEALING PORTRAIT OF THEIR OWNER. 


Bag, OPEN UP! eescenom 


Above: wicker basket, 1830- 
1848. Musée de la Mode et 
du Textile, coll, UFAC. 

Page right: “bilum”, bag for 
personal possessions 

and kit for betel-nut eating. 
Bark drawstring and 
feathers, 1950, Papua New 
Guinea. Museum der 


Kulturen, Basel, Switzerland. 


ag, open up! On seeing these beaded Peul bags dedicated to the 

rites of masculine beauty, to colours that seem to have risen from 

the very depths of the Ocean, or these delicate medieval wedding 
purses adorned with courtly scenes, or again, these so-called Papuan 
“\ itches’ bilum” laden with bones, or perhaps these frivolous reticules from 
the end of the eighteenth century, these small bags with long strings that 
mark the emergence of the bag as fashion accessory, it really does seem that 
the words from the Thousand and One Nights have never been more appropri- 
ate. With some four hundred pieces brought together by general curator 
Olivier Saillard, we are taken on a journey through the centuries and across 
cultures by this exhibition-sesame devoted to the most universal and most 
ancient object invented by man for carrying other objects: the bag. 

The bag is so much a part of everyday life that we tend to forget its sin- 
gular and precious existence. Singular and precious, because what it contains 
is what is most vital to us. Farmers in traditional societies use it to carry the 
seeds that safeguard the future. And then the bag is also money — purse 
strings, a sign of good fortune. For the African griot, the bag is full of words, 
the power of speech. For the Amerindian shaman, the bag is what holds the 
founding myths of his tribe; it is the instrument of communication with the 


beyond. The craftsman, the skilled artisan, trusts it to keep the tools of his 
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The Measured Male 


PHOTOS KOTO BOLOFO STYLING NIKKI BREWS 


FOR MEN, TASTE IS MEASURED IN MILLIMETRES. IT’S ABOUT THIS SHADE 
OF THAT COLOUR, THIS PARTICULAR FEEL. IT'S A MATTER OF PRECISION. 
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Encounters 


APREMONT: THE POLO 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
Power, el 


nce, energy 
fascinates spectators with 

its singular mixture of ardour and 
refinement. From 9 to 19 Sep- 
tember, the Polo Club de Chantilly 
at Ag 
was chos 
World 
the participat 


ont, just outside Paris, 


to play host to the 


Championship, with 


ion of Hermés. 


Played for over 2, 


10 years, the 
world's oldest team game offers 


a fine opportunity to admire 


the harmony of rider and mount, 


CHAMPIONN 


BRUSSELS, 
ANNE AND PATRICK POIRIER 
Early this year, Anne and Patrick 
Poirier presented their “Soul of the 
Sleeping Traveller” at La Verriéro, 
the Hermes gallery in Brussels. 

A moving and troubling instalation 
in memory of their son, it consisted 
of a. web of threads linking up 
the words inscribed on the walls, 


plus a big conical aviary inhabit 
by doves. This unique moment 
in their work melded poetry 
with the homage to a loved one. 


connasleee 
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CHANTILLY 9519 SECTEMBRE Zoom 
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RENCONTRES 


LONDON, 

CHEVAL SURPRISE 

After Moscow in 2003, it was, 

the turn of art students at London's 
Saint Martins College of Art and 
Design to benefit from the teaching 
of the French designer Matali 
Crassei, thanks to the participation 
of Hermés. The six months they 
‘spent together thinking about 

the image of the horse in today’s 
world bore fruit in the exhibition 
Cheval surprise— Equine Reflections, 
at the Hanbury Gallery last May. 


PRAGUE, BE A STAR IN SILK 
In partnership with the Czech 
magazine Marianne, here was a 
day for making the dream 

of being a supermodel - in silk 
come true: make-up, hair, pose, 
fiashes —a fully-fledged fashion 
photo session under the eye 

of photographer Anna Kovacicova 
at the Hermés store in Prague. 
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HONG KONG, DIX VERSIONS 
BY THE COMPAGNIE KAFIG 
As part of Hong Kong's French 

di Dix 


May festival, Hermés presen 
Versions, a hip-hop dance show 
by the Compagnie Kafig 
all the energy of this youthful form, 


apturing 


Kafig combines bodily movements 


video projections in a total 


spectacle, full of colour and fantasy. 


Encounters 


NEW YORK, 
UTOPIA BY RENE BURRI 

On the occasion of the Magnum 
in May event in New York, the 
gallery at Hermés’ Madison store 
presented Utopia, an exhibition 
of architectural photographs 

by René Burri taken between 
1950 and 1980. Conceived with 
the collaboration of Michael 
Koetzle, editor in chief of Leica 
World, the show focused on. 

this photographer's very original 
way of looking at Barragan, 

Le Corbusier, Meier and many 
others. Here to pay tribute at the 
private view: Bruce Davidson, 
Ralph Gibson and William Klein. 
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Encounters 


BORDEAUX, 
“A HUNDRED YEARS OF 
WRITING ACCESSORIES” 


naments, childrer 


cases and 
desks, letters and manuscripts 
cative display of 


fine writing instrumen 


documents was assembled and 
presented by Eric Le Collen 
at the Hermes store in Bordeaux. 


CHANTILLY, 

POLISH LEGENDS 

This year's Prix de Diane cele- 
brated Poland as the equestrian 
d with 
cinematic brio by Karolina Weide 


scenes orche: 


charmed spectators at the 
Chantilly racecourse. A wed 


ge by hussars 
all gave a vivid 
land's festive 

traditions. Wajda, who breeds 

horses near Warsaw, Is a wornan 
who knows a thing or two ebout 
A hand of 


ve, here she directed 


the movies. eal in 


a velvet gl 


men and women riders and tee 


of Hucule horse: 


the rhythms of 


a wind band from Warsaw 


RENCONTRES 


TOKYO, RIPPLING SILK 
BY TOKUJIN YOSHIOKA 

‘The Forum exhibition space at the 
Maison Hermés in Ginza played 
host to Air du Temps 90x 90, an 
exhibition of silk scarves conceived 
by designer Tokujin Yoshioka, a 
former assistant of Shiro Kuramata 
and Issey Miyake whose work 

has garnered numerous inter- 
national prizes. Combining video 
screens and a patchwork of 
scarves gentiy rippled by a light 
breeze, the vibrations of his 

design echoed that of the glass 
bricks (45 x 45 cm) forming 

the walls of this building designed 
by Renzo Piano. This intriguing “en- 
livening” of inanimate objects 
continued in the window displays. 
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Invitation 


Marc Riboud, photographer 


When looking... 


Tlook, I photograph, and I have fun, too. For me, the pleasure of the eye 
is the greatest of all, even if it comes with its share of trial and error and doubt. 
Seeing is not so easy. It takes training, and one even needs a kind of courage 
that cannot always be mustered. But there are moments of grace when the eye 
is at the top of its bent and has the real power of seeing. 

I take photographs the way a musician hums. To contemplate a land- 
scape is like listening to music or reading poetry. It helps you live. Streets the 
world over and the countryside of Touraine that I love are my favourite places. 
And there, a good hundredth of a second gives me lasting happiness. 

I never tire of watching out for surprises, grace notes, emotions. I would 
love to go back to India and see the peacocks of Jaipur, but I also like to pho- 
tograph the weeds in my garden in Touraine. Visual surprises, the fleeting 
joys of the moment, beauty as well as comedy and strangeness — these things 
are everywhere. One must catch them before they escape, as they will, in the 
blink of an eye, from even the most vigilant watcher. The magic of a smile 
and a gust of wind in a sail last only the time of a sigh and will never come 
again. “The eye and the heart desire the mist,” said my friend Claude Roy, 
and when it wraps itself round a landscape, be it in Darjeeling or at Pontlevoy, 
it makes it elegant and subtle like the prettiest dress. 

We should disobey those warnings given on the railways in our childhood 
that advised against leaning out to look. On the contrary, we need to get out, 
to walk about, to look at the life around us. I love independence and I love the 
open air, and even more than travel, I love freedom. Who has not felt that mo- 
ment of euphoria when the passion of looking, of discovering, of framing, 
exerts such pressure that it lifts us out of ourselves, our face lashed by the 


wind, our eyes submerged by the flood of images? 


Marc Ritoud was bom in Lyon. 
He started taking photographs at 
14, using his father’s Vest Pocket 
‘camera, As a young engineer 

and amateur photographer, he 
met Henri Certler-Bresson and 
Robert Capa, who invited him to 
join Magnum, In the Orient, whieh 
he foves, and in the West, where 
he lives, at the heart of China's 
great cilles and in the vilages of 
Touraine, he seeks out the 
beauty of faces, the harmony of 
fandscapes. Images of a changing 
world and images of everyday 
reality. His ifetime photographic 
journey has been logged by many 
books and exhibitions, including 
Cinguante ans de photographie 
(Maison Européenne de ta 
Photographie, Paris, to October 
2004}. He also contributed to Les 
Montagnes célestes at the Grand 
Palais, Paris, in spring 2004 


Shanghai, 2002 
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